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the other members of the Assembly were either un-
prepared and irresolute, or, hastily referring to principles,
deduced a priori measures logical perhaps and consistent,
but often unpractical or mischievous. This readiness
was an advantage which any one can appreciate who has
had the slightest experience of the sheeplike docility
with which a mixed, unorganised public meeting will
follow the man who can bring forward a definite proposal
and support it by plausible arguments. Such arguments,
either drawn from his own resources or supplied by his
workshop of assistants, de Comps, Claviere, Duroveray,
Dumont, Pellenc, and the rest, were never wanting to
Mirabeau. His moral qualities good and bad, his im-
perturbable assurance, presence of mind, good-humoured
arrogance, even his want of delicacy and boastful self-
assertion, were such as might have been expected to
increase his influence. His rough-hewn features and
shaggy locks were suited, like the mask of an ancient
actor, for distant effect. His piercing eyes flashed with
indignation or softened with emotion, while his wonder-
ful voice, rolling in measured thunder or sinking into
musical but singularly penetrating accents, filled even
the spacious hall at Versailles, where only the clearest
tones or the most stentorian lungs could be heard, and
dominated the clamours of his colleagues and the
interruptions of the galleries. "We should expect such
a man to have at once taken the lead of the Assembly,
especially as his opinions, favourable to change but averse
from revolution, were undoubtedly in harmony with
those of the majority. Yet till after the Stance Roy ale
of June 23 his influence could scarcely command a vote
in the Assembly; and even after the Third Estate had